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As winter approaches it is time to look at the 
possibilities that 2020 may bring.  

 

 

AUTUMN/WINTER 2019 NEWSLETTER 
 

Farming Rules for Water, Updated Septic Tank Rules, Rural Development 
Programme, Hedgerow and Boundary Grants & Countryside Stewardship 

Mid-Tier Grants 
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Rules for Septic Tank Discharges Changing 1 January 2020 
Living in the countryside, it is very common to have a septic tank, as connection to mains drainage 
can be a long way away. They can be a relatively easy solution so long as they are regularly emptied 
and maintained, but new General Binding Rules came into force in 2015 to regulate discharges 
from them.   
 
This meant that existing and new discharges to a soakaway were no longer permitted and a 
“drainage field” had to be used instead, being a series of pipes with holes, placed in trenches, 
arranged so that the effluent can trickle through the ground for further treatment. 
 
The rules are further tightened, with effect from 1 January 2020, so that septic tanks which 
discharge directly into surface water will no longer be permitted. The operator must take action to 
replace or upgrade them by that date, which might include connection to a mains sewer where 
available, installation of a drainage field or replacing the septic tank with a small sewage treatment 
plant.  
 
Where a property with such a septic tank is to be sold before 1 January 2020, the question of 
responsibility for the necessary work should be addressed between the buyer and the seller as a 
condition of the sale.  
 
There are additional rules for new discharges from a treatment system installed on or after 1 
January 2015, including where there was a discharge before that date but you wish to change it: 

• if any part of the building the treatment plant serves is within 30 metres of a public sewer, 
the Environment Agency will not allow a new discharge from a sewage treatment plant 

• You must apply for planning permission and building regulation approval to install a new 
sewage treatment plant 

• new discharges to ditches/surface water are only allowed if there is sufficient year-round 
flow 
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Farming Rules for Water 
Further to our previous news article, hopefully readers do not need reminding that the 
Environment Agency’s ‘Farming Rules for Water’ became enforceable from the 2nd April 2019.   
 
As a basic recap and for those of you that have managed to miss press coverage of this topic, the 
Farming Rules for Water require you to assess your pollution risk, undertake soil tests and plan 
your application of manures and fertilisers.  There are 8 rules to adhere to and they apply whether 
you are in a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) or not. 
 
We offer support through creating a Farming Rules for Water pack and user guide. This creates a 
paper trail to record use of manure and fertiliser, so you are always prepared for a potential 
inspection.  If you were a recipient of one of these packs, don’t forget to update them! Of course, 
you can always bring it into the office and we can help you with this.  
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Hedgerow and Boundaries Grant 
The popular Hedgerows and Boundaries Capital Grant Scheme closed for applications in May 2019. 
However, we expect it to open again in the new year. Last year had an Upper Capital Claim Limit of 
£10,000 for these stand alone agreements.  The scheme offers fixed rate grants for drystone wall 
restoration, hedgerow laying and gapping up, and hedgerow coppicing to field parcel boundaries.   
 

We also expect the Countryside Stewardship Mid-Tier Grant application window to open again in 
the new year. In other years there has been a deadline to request CSS Mid Tier Packs (including 
Water Capital only) and request Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer (CSFO) endorsement. Anyone 
wishing to enter into a scheme for a 2021 start date must order a pack and request a CSFO visit (if 
applicable) usually by the end of May.   
 

The CSS scheme can offer a well-balanced additional income stream, especially for those looking to 
undertake some of the well-paid capital options, such as concrete yard renewal, roofing over 
sprayer washdown areas and manure stores, planting and fencing alongside new hedgerows and 
many more!  

The scheme is eligible to all farmers claiming Basic 
Payment Scheme on their land with one of the only 
exclusions being those with a current live Boundary 
Grant that has not yet been claimed 
for.  Applications are not permitted on specific 
boundaries entered into another scheme, or for 
new hedges.   
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RDPE Growth Programme Opens 
 

The Rural Development Programme for England has opened for applications from Monday 4 
November 2019.  The RDPE Growth Programme offers grant funding covering up to 40% of eligible 
costs with a minimum grant of £20,000 up to a maximum grant of €200,000 (approx. 
£175,000).  The grants are available to cover business development, food processing and rural 
tourism infrastructure. The deadline for expressions of interest is Sunday 16 February 2020.  
 
The priorities under this grant scheme for York, North Yorkshire and the East Riding of Yorkshire are 
to create and improve infrastructure for outdoor activities, particularly projects that develop 
capacity and activities including cycling, walking, horse riding, canoeing and nature tourism.  
 
Also, projects which develop infrastructure to enable visitors to move around the area such as 
footpaths and cycle paths and facilities to encourage visitors to stay longer and make return 
visits.  The scheme does not seek to fund new or expanded visitor accommodation.   
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CONTACT 
 

If you wish to find out any further information of the topics discussed in this newsletter, how they 
affect your farm business or what opportunities they may present you with, please do not hesitate 

to contact our rural team on 01423 860322, based in the Knaresborough Office. 


